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PASTORAL LEASES, FERAL GOATS 

367. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

With regard to feral goats on pastoral leases - 

(1) Why are feral goat levels on pastoral leases being allowed to remain at above 6.5 goats per 1000 hectare 
limit as set down in the conditions of the pastoral lease? 

(2) Why did the program of aerial shooting of feral goats cease? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

1. The 6.5 goats per 1000 ha density was a threshold which the Agriculture Protection Board used to 
categorise pastoral leases for follow-up action.  The initial action was the development of a 
Management Plan with the pastoralist.  With the cessation of the aerial survey program densities could 
not be accurately accessed.  To ensure that unmanaged grazers and their impact were recorded, pastoral 
lease inspection was expanded to include such inspection and reporting.  This information forms part of 
the Pastoral Lease Report which is supplied to the Pastoral Lands Board.  This report also recommends 
management requirements to address the problem.  A copy of this report is given to the pastoralist and 
follow-up action is undertaken if the requirements are not implemented.   

Feral or unmanaged goats should not be permitted in the rangelands; however, the running of managed 
goats on pastoral leases is encouraged as a viable enterprise. 

2. The Feral Goat Eradication Program was commenced in 1991 following a request by industry for the 
then government to co-ordinate a program.  Initially funds were allocated to infrastructure improvement 
including mobile yards and trap yards before the program implemented aerial shooting from helicopters 
in 1992/93.  

In response to recommendations of a Ministerial review (chaired by the Hon Murray Criddle) and a 
survey of the pastoral industry, it was decided by the Agriculture Protection Board that the aerial 
shooting program would be ceased.  Between 1992/93 and 1998/99 over $2,762,900 ($2,025,500 APB 
funds; $737,400 industry funds) was expended on the program.    

In light of this decision, the APB reallocated funds to the widespread aerial survey of feral goat 
populations from 1999/2000.  The industry also decided to reallocate its funds to higher priority control 
programs such as wild dogs. 

In early 2002 the APB decided to cease the aerial survey program as the surveys were having limited 
impact on increased feral goat removal and industry's view that it was a waste of money.  During the 
period 1999/2000 to 2000/02 a total of $744,000 was expended through APB funds on aerial surveys.  

 


